AN APPRECIAHOl^ OF THE SANSKRIT \\ORhS

fidence to Vazhakunnam, to do what he wished. And so he did
not spend his life solitarily in mountain tops or monasteries.

The opening verse itself gives a taste of Vazhakunnam's
poems:77

"^^T^T c^piR^ii rcf^r^r 4^1

^Nt qc^c^qr qwft ^fr -ET ohMM-fl
^TJ^^I ^^l^qd^t ^I^-Mo^--
c(i^|^yJich<i|^|^chrddH^ PRT^ra^H^"

He prays Bhagavata to bless him to enjoy the merciful sight
of his beloved Lord Krishna. He identifies Bhagavata to be
representing all the deities.

Again Bhagavata is identified with Lord Krishna and reversely
Krishna is conceived as Bhagavata personified:78

"^tj^llJIcid^^^di ^^R ^rd^lc-4^11-
^rqo^4>diq<=b1^d^-c|: ^yJHHI yr

The fourth verse proposes Bhagavata as though beyond male-
female differentiation. She who distributed amrutha, churned out
of the ocean of milk is a female personification of Bhagavata, so

77. Vazhakunnam, Bhagavatastavah, verse 1. p.l.

78. Ibid., verse 8, p.ii.
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